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WDDT Family Gem – 
Joanne (Davis) Tyson 

We all are privileged to share in a rich heritage of strength, wisdom, and love. There 
are however, a few Wallace, Davis, Dennis and Timbers family members that shine 
intensely. Mrs. Joanne Tyson is blessed with the gifts of great strength, wisdom and 
love that are easily apparent in all of her interactions. 
In August 2012, the WDDT Family Reunion came together through a group of 
determined committee members; however “Cousin” Joanne took the lead in 
suggesting her hometown of Columbia, Maryland as the “optimal” location. All of the 
attendees agreed that she did an outstanding job of selecting the location and 
venues, but it didn’t stop there. She truly gave 100 percent of her time and talent to 
assure success in every detail of the event. From the beautiful hotel on the lake to the 
covered picnic gazebo (which truly came in handy when the rain started) and the 
church service on the closing day, she did a phenomenal job of showcasing her fine 
city of Columbia. “It was my great pleasure,” said Tyson. “I also 
appreciated everyone’s help to make it happen.” 

 
Joanne’s Pittsburgh Roots 
Cousin Joanne was raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After graduating from Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, she practiced nursing for 50 years. During the past 30+ years, she has 
resided in Columbia, Maryland and could even be considered an honorary mayor. In her “spare” 
time, Joanne loves to travel and is an active member of St. John’s Baptist Church, the Red Hats 
organization, the Democratic Party and others. She has worked on the planning committees of 
the last two WDDT Family Reunions too. She and her late husband, Dr. Richard Tyson were 
married for 43 years before illness took him home to heaven in 2007.  
She also enjoys spending time with her granddaughter Alexandra as well as her sister and best friend,  
Marianne Davis Wood.  
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SAVE THE DATE!  
Wallace, Davis, Dennis, Timbers Family Reunion  

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

August 8, 9 & 10, 2014 
Contact a planning committee member for more details or to assist.  

 

 
Celebrating 51 Years of Marriage 

 

Jim and Lois Williams celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary last year by participating in a Ghana Cultural 
Heritage Tour. Look for additional photos on page 9. Lois 
Collins Williams is the daughter of Mary Timbers Collins. 
COL (Ret.) James (Jim) Williams Jr. also recently received 
special recognition as one of two honorees at the Intercultural 
Cancer Council and Lance Armstrong Foundation in June at the 
ICC’s 25th Anniversary Biennial Symposium on Minorities, the 

Medically Underserved and Health Equity. 
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Shenaika Davis graduated from Agnes Scott 

College in May 2012. She shares pauses for a photo 
with her proud Dad, Ron Davis below. After 

graduating, she journeyed to Tanzania to help teach 
English to the local children. 
.    
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
D’Angelo A. Robinson (left) and Khalil E.AbuRoman 
are both great-grandsons of Ethel Timbers Bailey and 
2011 grads. Khalil E. Abu Roman graduated from 
Liberty High School and now attends Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, Virginia majoring in Computer 
Science. D’Angelo A. Robinson graduated from 
Rappahannock County High School in June. He 
attends Ferrum College in Ferrum, Virginia. 

 

Congrats Class of 2011 and 2012 

 

Gerald Burke Jr. graduated from Seminole State 

College in Lake Mary Florida in December 2011. He 
is the son of Gerald and Gisele Graves Burke and 
the grandson of Olive Dennis Graves. Davis 

.    
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cori Dill received the 
President’s Education 
Award for academics 
during her promotion 
from Elementary to 
Middle School in June 
2012. She is the 
daughter of Tyrone and 
Jennifer W.  Dill and 
the granddaughter of 
Clarence Wallace. 
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Letter From the Editor 
 
 

It is amazing how many times our parents or guardians tap 
us on the shoulder, even those who have passed on. I 
have paid a lot of attention to that over the years and bask 
in the rich life I enjoy based on my Mom’s (Beulah Davis 
Wallace) persistent teachings to accept the daily blessings 
of life, to be grateful for even the smallest blessing and to 
love and share  with family and friends. Perhaps that is why 
I love my family so much because our family is so blessed 
and I have witnessed so much love among us. It is a fact 
that most of us don’t communicate much between family 
reunions but when the reunions come about, you can see 
and experience that love first hand.  
 

 
 
. 
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Rev. Dr. Arlene 
Wallace Gordon 
provides words of 
wisdom from her 

mother, Beulah 
Davis Wallace 
(shown in photo). 

 

Rev. Dr. Arlene Wallace Gordon (center) received 
support of friends and family when speaking at 

Northeastern Presbyterian Church in Washington D.C.in 
April 2012. l-r Bernardyne Williams, Saxon Graham, 

John and Janice Hunter, Barbara Wallace, Sadie 

Johnson, Steven and Elaine Wallace.  

 
We are in the planning stages for our next reunion in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in August of 2014.  Some 
of us will make it and some of us will not depending on 
God’s plan for each of our lives.  Based on that 
information alone, I want to encourage us to 
communicate more between reunions. A phone call, a 
card or a simple e-mail can keep us connected in a 
special way. Our newsletters are informative but they 
are only published annually. It may seem insignificant 
to you but it may be a blessing for somebody’s day to 
learn what is going on in your life if you do provide 
information. 
 
Having said all that, here is the newsletter. If you are 
included, it is because you or a family member shared 
information with us. If not, you have an excellent 
opportunity to begin now to compile a folder of things 
that can be shared for next year’s newsletter.  
 
Blessings as you prepare for the lovely fall, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. 
 
May you enjoy the richness of life every day and 
always gives thanks. 
 
Love, 

Arlene 
 

 

Arlene chats with two of the original Tuskegee Airmen at Oxford 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in February 
2012. She provided the message at Oxford’s Black History 

Month celebration.  
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Floyd Robinson accepted a promotion in 
January 2012 from the University of Houston’s 
Director of the University Health Center to the 
Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs – 
Health and Wellness. Floyd is the son of the 
late Floyd W. Robinson, Sr. and Nellie J. 

Payton Robinson. 
The photo below is courtesy of the 

University of Houston Daily Cougar.  

 

 

 

CAREER ADVANCEMENTS 
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Ron Davis transitioned into his “dream” 
job of coaching men’s and women’s 
cross country teams and women’s 
outdoor track at his alma mater, San 
Jose State University in May 2012. His 
bio includes 40 years of coaching top 
teams around the world. The photo 
above is courtesy of the San Jose State 

Athletics Team. 

RISING STAR 

Shelby Fountain, daughter 

of Renee Quick Fountain 

and George Fountain 

participated in a Launch 

Showcase Competition in 

Chicago to sing, dance and 

act for top talent scouts. 

She is also a safety patrol 

and dances competitively. 

She is the granddaughter of 

the late Edward and 

Connie Davis Quick. 
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 Erica Johnson – visited France, Lithuania 

and Spain earlier this year. She is the 
daughter of Dr. William (Bill) Johnson 
and Dr. Gretchen Graves Johnson. 

 
 

 Denise Green Barr  - participated in the 
Susan Komen Breast Cancer walk in June 
2012. She is the granddaughter of Clifford 
M. Dennis. 

           
 

 GENI.COM – Have any family members 
entered genealogy  information on this 
site? If so, please contact Reunion 
Committee member Bill Wesley at 
billwesley@gmail.com. He is working with 
others on the committee to get an accurate 
update before the 2014 reunion. 
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OTHER FAMILY UPDATES… 

 Dr. William (Bill) Johnson and Dr. 
Gretchen Graves Johnson 
participated in the Livestrong Challenge 
by bicycling 20 miles in Davis, 
California. They dedicated their ride and 
fundraiser to all family members, 
patients and friends who have struggled 
with cancer. Gretchen is the daughter of 
Olive Dennis Graves.  

 

Christopher and Debra Wood rewarded their 10-
year old son Tyler with a trip to China in May of 
2012 after he received top grades in his weekend 
Chinese School class. Debra is the daughter of 
Joe and Mary Ann Wood and the granddaughter 

of Mary Collins. 

Clarence Wallace recently received his 10-

year employment award from Wal-Mart as 

a greeter. He celebrated his 85
th

 birthday in 

April. 

mailto:billwesley@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday  
Damon Williams! 

Bernardyne Williams helped her son Damon 
celebrate his 35th birthday at a gala in August. Many 
family members and friends helped him welcome the 
new year. Damon serves as our Reunion master of 
ceremonies and he is already on board with the 
planning committee for the 2014 reunion. He is the 
grandson of the late Bernard M. Snowden Jr. and 
Dorothy J. (Wallace) Snowden. Damon successfully 
extinguishes his candles below and is also shown with 
Barbara Wallace and her sister Saxon Graham as 
they helped him to celebrate.  
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OTHER FAMILY UPDATES… 

 

Charles Wallace is Doing Well! 

 
Charles Wallace is now at his home and doing well. He joined 
Damon and Bernardyne earlier this year to tour a war museum 
in Virginia. 

 
 

 
Jane Wallace Gordon is also on the mend! She is 
recovering nicely from surgery in February of 2012. 
 
         

Jennifer Wallace Dill is also blessed to be in great 
condition after a Stage 1 Breast Cancer 
Lumpectomy/Radiation treatment last year. She is 
working diligently to exercise regularly and eat 
healthy. She is the daughter of  Clarence Wallace. 
 
         

Denise Wallace is recovering from surgery that she 
endured earlier this year. Please continue praying for 
complete healing for her. She is the daughter of the 
late Rebecca Wallace. 
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WDDT Growth Spurts! 

Welcome to the newest WDDT family member: 
 
 

                    
 
Christopher and Mitra Wesley of San Jose, 
California welcomed Amelia Mae Wesley into their 
family on May 3, 2012 at 1:02 p.m. She weighed 
8.3 lbs. She is the granddaughter of William “Bill” 
Wesley and little sister of Adrian Wesley. 
 
 

 

 
 

Wedding Bells 

 

Jennifer M. Dill and Jason Cooper exchanged 

wedding vows on August 12, 2012 in Riverside, 

California. Jennifer is the daughter of Tyrone and 

Jennifer Wallace Dill and the granddaughter of 

Clarence Wallace.   

 

                         
 

 

 

 

FYI… 

 
 

. 
 
Richard Graves PA-C, son of Olive Dennis 
Graves and brother to Dr. Gretchen Graves 
Williams relocated to Stuart, Florida to work for 
Martin Memorial Medical Center. He is shown 
above with his sons Julian and Joseph who are 
both in high school. 
 
 
Small World 
Michael Graves, stepson of Olive Dennis Graves, 
knew Antionette (Toni) Jones for years as a good 
friend.  Toni and Michael recently discovered that 
they were both connected to the Wallace, Davis, 
Dennis and Timbers family network! 
 
 
Pittsburgh Pep Rally 
Marianne Wood recommends WDDT family 
members visit www.coolpgh.pitt.edu to get more 
information about out 2014 reunion destination. The 
University of Pittsburgh website is a great resource 
for things to do and see in the city. 
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http://www.coolpgh.pitt.edu/
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Marie V. Schofield 
Feb. 10, 1918 – Aug. 16, 2012 

 
Marie is the mother of Murdock 

and Howard Schofield and 

Cheryl Schofield Pugh. She is 

also the sister of Charles 

Wallace. 
 

 

Pictured below are some family 

members who gathered to celebrate 

Marie’s life on Aug. 25, 2012. 

 

 

 
 
 

Bottom row, l-r – Cheryl S. Pugh (daughter of 
Marie Schofield), Bernardyne E. Snowden-
Williams (daughter of Dorothy J. Wallace-
Snowden and niece of Marie Schofield), Jennah 
Hall (daughter of Trina Hall). 
 
Top row l-r – Mr. and Mrs. James “Joc” Pugh 
(son and daughter-in-law of Cheryl and James 
Pugh Sr. and Joc is the grandson of Marie 
Schofield), Tim Ellis, Sr. (son of Geraldine and 
Matthew Ellis and nephew of Marie Schofield, 
James Pugh Sr. (husband of Cheryl), Damon D. 
Williams (son of Bernardyne E. Williams and 
nephew of Marie Schofield), Trina M. Hall 
(daughter of Cheryl Pugh and granddaughter of 
Marie Schofield) and Gary R. Snowden (son of 
Dorothy J. Wallace-Snowden and brother of 
Bernardyne). 
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Prayers of Comfort Needed 

Many WDDT members have departed for heaven since 

our last newsletter in spring 2011. Please keep all of our 

grieving loved ones in your prayers.  

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our tribulation that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble with the comfort 

which we ourselves are comforted by God.  

II Corinthians 1:3-4 

 
 
Gwendolyn E. Allen 
Gwendolyn Eudora Allen passed quietly Friday, November 
4, 2011 at Saunders House Long-Term Care Facility in 
Wynnewood, PA.  “Gwen” was born October 30, 1925, to 
James Elbert Williams and Gladys Estelle Griffin 
Williams (Vincent) in Haverford, Pennsylvania.  She was 
the second of three children; elder brother Donald 
Williams (deceased) and younger brother COL (Ret) 
James Elbert Williams, Jr., USA.   

 

 
 

James “Bee” Jameson departed to rest with his beloved 
wife Rosemary Wallace Jameson on April 22, 2012. He 
is dearly missed by his three daughters, Sheila Nesbitt, 
Lisa Jameson and Lori Carter; his two son-in-laws, 
Jermaine Carter and Richard Nesbit; his six 
grandchildren; his sister Daisy Jeffries and two 
brothers Charles and Stephen. He also leaves a host 
of other family members and friends. 
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Did we miss something? 

Contact one of your family reunion representatives below to 

share your news so that we can include it in the next annual 

newsletter (Summer 2013). 

 

Your HELP is always WANTED! 

 

        
 
Love/God Bless! 

 

Your 2014 Family Reunion Committee Members –  

Charlene Brown-Foster; Jennifer W. Dill; Tyrone Dill; Rev. 

Dr. Arlene Gordon; Donny Gordon; Jane Gordon; Dr. 

Gretchen Graves-Johnson; Heather Jackson; Abraham 

Lopez; Renee Quick-Fountain; Karen Smith; Doris Smith; 

Ed Smith; Alexandra Tyson; Joanne Tyson; Sandy Wallace; 

Bill Wesley; Diana Wesley; Bernardyne Williams; Damon 

Williams, Col. (Ret.) Jim Williams, Lois Williams and 

Marianne Wood. 

 

 

 
 

 

And, we welcome Antionette (Toni) Jones who is taking 

the lead on coordinating the 2014 Pittsburgh Family 

Reunion. She is the daughter of the late Rachael Wallace 

and granddaughter of Henry and Nellie Wallace. Thank 

you Toni and your Pittsburgh Planning Team: Makeeda 

Hudson, Unique Alexander, Carmen Wallace, Lisa 

Wallace, Wanda Wallace, Isaiah Wallace, James 

Wallace, Charles and Patty Timbers, Damon Pitts 

and many others. 
 

Visit WDDTFAMILY.COM for more details. 
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Glimpses of Ghana  

(cont. from page 1) 

 
 

    
  

 
 

   
  
   

   


